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Ho SE Iſlands are. Situated from. 22 to 27. 
Degrees North Latitude; they are the beſt 
| Situated for Trade, and particularly with the 
4 30 by Speniard of any Colony in Americe ; they ly- . = 
ing al Ach the North ſide of che great Iſland of Cabs, not 4 
above Fourteen or Sixteen Leagues over the Chanel. New Provi- 
dence is within Three Days fail of the Havana, the beſt Haven 
the Spaniards have in the whole: Indies, and they, Uh in daR vo 
Center between Carolina and ice. ;L iis 93:76 mas 1! " 


+ Secondly, E the Spe, take Poſſeſſion, which 1 heard charm 
ſay they — all che Trade from North, America to Jamaica will 
be very Hazardous ; and from C arolina,to Jamaica, will inevita- 
bly, be ObſtruQed, they being for&d-to go between ſeveral of thoſe 

IIlands to Jamaica. Then what will they do for a Supply of Salt 


to ſave their Froviſions they vend in the Weſt-Inazes * Which is the 
A 2 moſt 


9 


eſco pe being Deſcry'd. 


moſt Beneficious to elles Ba * Parts of North America, ok 
any Trade 88 have. Without thels Ilands be — that 


Trade is loſt, 


Third, whatever Ships comes through the Gulph of Florida: 
from Jamaica, muſt expect to fall into the Hands of the Enemy, 


they being forc'd to fail. fo nigh d wa _— tage —_ cannot 


I" 


Fourthly, There is lunch Trade which is a pre- * Jawel in 
the Queen's Crown, as any: Trade dubNation| as, by reaſon it 


carrieth nothing from us in Bullion or Calh,;only what is taken out 
of-the:Sea (that is, the Fiſhing-Trade otNewſeurd-Land and New- 
Ezglana). who are A ith'great Quannities of Salt from the 
Bahama. iſlands, eſpecial 1 in Time of War. As for the Returns that 
is ſent to Eng land from 


that are Pay'd into Her Majeſty Cuſtom- Hou Fre Bulloin: 
and: Coin'd-Mony brought Home. g 


Fifthly, Theſe Iſlands, eſpecially New Providence, % reaſon of 
2 very Commodions Harbour, are the greateſt of Succour for all 
diſtreſs'd Ships that come through the Gulph of Florida, and all o- 
thers that are beaten off the Coaſt of New-York, New- Eve land, and. 
alt the Northern Shoar of America: I have known ubward of Four: 
teen Sail in a Year come into Providence Harbour * Shelter. | Hs om 
„ | 
_*Sixthiy; To the Shame-of our Nation may it be broken, ous 
Neig hbours; the Hellanders, having ſmall footing in the Weſt.-In- 


dies, 2 I am {ure all Ingenious Men that know the We/?- India. 


Trade, will allow and agree, That they vend far greater Quanti- 
ties of Earopean Goods both Woollen and others at Curazo, which 
is a very ſmall Place, and'of little value but for a good Harbour; 
and particularly by their vaſt Trade with the Spaniard, their Sale 


ot Goods far exceeds the great Iſland. of — and for their 


returns Home in Bulloin and Spaniſh Coin, it cannot be contra- 
dicted; but muſt be allow d by all impartial Men, to be very con- 
ſiderably 


arm, Portugal, &. for the ſaid Fiſh, 
all Trading Men are ſenſible of, and know the vaſt Sums of Mony. 
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fiderably more than Ours. And were the Bahama. Iſlands, parti- 
cularly that Iſland of New Providence, to be diſpos'd of, no Mo- 


- 


ny would keep it out of their Hands: Then they would ſeon 
make it the Mart of the Indies, and in Time of War there could 


ſcarce a Ship or Veſfel move through the Gulph of Florida, but 
muſt fall into their Hands. Then what will become. of our J 
maica-Trade? Tangere and Dunkirk were valu'd little, but ſince 
they have been in-our Neighbour's Hands, and we at War with: 
them, What would our Nation give to be poſſeſs'd of them as they 


formerly wers? My Lords, Your Babams-Iſlands in Proceſs of 


Time, may prove of the ſame; Effect for the Meſt. India- Trade. 


CSeventhly, And as theſe I{landgare ſo well Situated for Trade, we: 
cannot but allow, if N Prodi dence were Strengthen'd with a: 
ſmall Garriſon, and but og Sixth Rate Frigate, it would be un- 
der the Circumſtances of Protecting Merchant's Eſtates, and An- 
noying our Enemies proportionably. | | 


Eigibiy, Our Dying · Woods and what Cotten, & is produc'd,, 
are Dayly carry'd to the Dutch at Curaæo, and to the Dane at 
St. Thomaſis; ſo that in a ſhort time we muſt be beholding to our 


Neighbours for the Growth of our on Colony, the Sale of our 


Woollen Manufactories leſſen' d, and. Her Majeſty's Cuſtoms, 
Abroad and at Home, loſt. This Article cannot be deny'd by all 
Men that ſail that way, for many Foreigners and ſome of our own 


Nation, have found it by woful Experience, That theſe Iſlands: 


ever was, and ever will be a Shelter for. Pyrats,. if left without 
good Government and ſome Strength; which Practice all civil 
Nations in the World abhor. 11 2 


Tenthl, T hey are the moſt healthful Iſlands of all our Settle- 
ments, and tho' the Ground be very Rocky, it will produce what-- 


ever is put into it, the beſt of Cotten in all the Indies, Dying- 


Woods, Sugar- Canes, Indico, and great Quantities of Salt made 


by the Sun out of the Sea, Tortoiſe Shell, Oyl of Whale, Seal 


andNurſe, &c. Spermacæty- Whale ſometimes, Amber · Greece. o. 
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I have no ſiniſter Ends in lay ing this before Your Lordſhips, 


it is the Zeal I have for my own Nation, Your Lordſhip's Inte- 
reſt, and the Deſire I have to ſee Providence Reviv'd All may he 
done with very little Difficulty, if Your Lordfhips pleaſe to take 


it into Conſideration and give a ſpeedy Diſpatch. This that I 


humbly Offer to Your Lordſhips, is not by hear-ſay; or by any 
Thing I gather from other Men; but by Twenty Tears Experi- 
ence, living the major part of the Time in New. Prunidencte. 

My Lords, T have laid before Your Lordſhips, ſome time ſince, 
the Neceſſity there is for Providence $0 be Settled with — it 
being ſo much for the Nations Advantage, particularly for Trade, 
xhich is the only Thing that Enriches A Nation, and-Imploys the 
Poor; fo that their Crys comes not tothe Ears of the Rich, for 
Bread for their Families. „ „ 2:3 35h 
In purſuance to carry on which I have ſollicited ſome Merchants, 


and find ſome willing to Adventure to ſettle a Factory to carry on 


che Spauiſp Trade, which is the moſt profitableſt Trade in the 
known World; but they raiſe this Qbjettion;* and Query how 
their Effects ſhall be ſecur d. I dare not cry up the Strength nor 


good Conduct of your Malitia, nor ſay much of the Fort, tho it 


is really à very good one, and might: eaſily be repar'd ;' I ſhould but 


* 


Deſtroy'd and Sack d by a handful of Men. 


— 


have caus'd Laughter, all Perſons knowing how oſren it has been 


My Lords, The chief Thing wanting ro make a Settlement in 
earneſt, is Strength, a ſmell Man of War and a Garriſon, as 


ſhould be thought fit, with Proviſions and warlike Stores; with. 


out Which it will be impoſſible to-fecure Men's Eſtates : And 
who will be guilty of ſo much Folly, to build or lay out 
any Mony in a Place ſo often inſulted over by their near Neigh- 
bours, who can come at any Time in Twenty Four Hours. 
1 preſume to inform Your Lordſhips, that the Colony is under 
very ill Circumſtances in Time of Peace, for the War is no ſooner 
ended, but the Meſt. Indies always ſwarms with Pyrats ; and one 
large Ship, or two ſmall ones, ſhall come and Plunder the Inhabi- 


ants when they pleaſe : I further aſſert, that one ſmall Pyrat with 


Fifty 
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Fifty Men that are acquainted with the Inhabitants (whick too: 


ſted by the looſe Inhabitants ; who hitherto have never been Pro; ᷑ 
fecuted to effect, for Aiding, Abetting, and Aſſiſting the ſai # I 


many of them are) ſhall and will Ruin that Place, and be aſſi- 


Villains with Proviſion, Cc. nor is it in any Man's Power now © 


to do it, without being furniſt?d with Strength ſufficient to put 
the Laws in Execution: And I muſt lay, that your Governors- 
hitherto have wink'd much at ſuch ill Practices for filthy Lucre: 
My Lords, I deſire your Conſideration how your Governors can 
Subſiſt on the one ſeventh Part of Your Lordſhip's Fenth, which 
ſometimes does not come to Thirty Pounds per Annum. Your 
own Accounts can inform yo te a Farthing, what your Gover=-- 
nor's juſt Income is from YourEerdſhips : He and his Family muſt 
have Subſiſtance ; and to live ie a Governor, I will aver, he 
cannot under four or Five Hundred Pounds per Anuum, all 
Proviſions being as follows, viz. Mutton, Veal, Pork ſalt and 
freſh, at Nine-pence per Pound; Beef from Nine pence to Six- 
pence; Butter Eighteen-pence ; Milk Six-pence per Quart; Eggs 
Three-hali-pence a piece; all other Proviſions proportionable, Fiſh: 
only excepted. FEE 1 . e 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, I hold my ſelf oblig'd, as liav- 
ing been many Years a Tenant to Your Lordſhips, and Twenty 
Years a Dweller in Providence, to inform Your Lordſhips, that: 
by the granting ſuch Iſlands, and other Privileges from the Fe- 
nants in general to particular Perſons, is, and will be to the ut- 
ter deſtroying the Colony. Anne- Iſland, call'd Hog-Ifland, to Vi- 
cholas Trott for Fifty Pounds; for which Iſland Sir William Phipps, 
deceas'd, offer'd One Thouſand. Pounds for to be lay*d out to For- 
tify Providence, if they would grant him a Pattent for the ſaid 
Iſland; but it was all along detign'd for a Common for the Town, 
and Enacted and Confirm'd by ſeveral Aſſemblies ſo to be; and 
Your Lordſhips never ſigniſyd your Decent from it as E know. 
of. | 


Now lately, an Iſland call'd Exama, which has the great Salt- 
nd on it, to one Mr. Henry Palmer, who was ſet at work by the 
ſaid Trott to purchaſe it for their joint Intereſt. 


Tour Brazalet-Wobd to the ſaid Palmer. 
Tour Whale-fiſhing to another. 3 
=. Fiſhing on Racks to anoth een. 
All which is contrary to your firſt Condeſcenſions with all the 
People that came to Set- down and Inhabit, as your Inſtructions 
jor this Eighteen Years, to my certain Knowledge, will make ap- 
pPear; and ever ſince the firſt Settlement were the ſame, as I have 
been inform'd by the old Inhabitants: Which ſaid Inſtructions to 
vour Governors and Council, is, That all your Tenants were to 
have, and ever had the fore -· going Privileges entirely to themſelves 
for their Eucouragement, paying your Lordſhips the One Tenth 
Part, which they were always ready and willing to do; ſo that it is 
my Opinion, That it is not in your Lordſhips Power to grant thoſe 
Privileges to any Stranger, nor, indeed, to any particular Tenant, 
ſo as to have Power to alter the firſt Agreement. Your Lordſhip's 
Hardſhips to your poor Tenants went farther than all this; for you 
diſpos'd of all your Timber to the ſaid Palmer, ſo that no one could 
cut down a Tree in any Iſland to build a Houſe, or any Veſſel for 
Sea, Without agreeing with the ſaid Palmer; which, before this 
- Hit Three Years, every Inhabitant had Privilege to cut what 'Tim- 
Her they pleas d to Build or Work up, asking Leave; and in all te 
Sovernments under the Grown it is the ſame. Which has heen a 
123 great Diſcouragement and Hindrance to the well Peopling your 
Þ With Submiſſion to Your Lordſhips, we have now heen near 
Twenty Years in War, and to my Knowledge, Your Lordſhips, 
tho' often Solicited and Requeſted, never did ſend: us the. leaſt - 
Aſſiſtance either in Arms, Ammunition, or any Warlike Stores 
Sol mult ſay, your poor Tenants having been ſo Diſhearten'd, and 
then Harrais'd by ill Governors you have ſent, may be imputed _ ; 
do be the main Reaſon that Place has ſo often ſuffer'd by the comi- 
mon Enemy; and now lately, three times Plunder'd and lay'd in 
LE: Aſhes, e ä 5 <. n : Seth 
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